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ROE ELECTORATE — WATER SUPPLY 

Statement by Member for Roe 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [12.53 pm]: I refer to the ongoing water supply situation in the Shires of Lake Grace 
and Kulin, in my electorate of Roe—or should I say the lack of water supply? Multiple standpipes in both shires 
have been cut off with little or no notification, meaning farmers are having to travel hundreds of kilometres to get 
enough water to watering points for their stock to survive. The water supply situation has been coming for months 
as the area did not receiving any summer rainfall and, therefore, the draw on government supplies of water were 
always going to increase. 

There has never been a problem with the supply in the past, so why are farmers now being put in such a precarious 
position? How could the Water Corporation not know that this was going to happen? Farmers have called my 
office in fury at the lack of communication by the Water Corporation. The farm water rebate scheme was 
demolished in May last year, thanks to our Minister for Water whose forethought on this action is unbelievable, 
but with recent decisions in mind, it is not unexpected. The grants allowed farmers, through subsidies, to upgrade 
their own supplies of water, therefore reducing their need to access government water. Logically, one would expect 
this idea to have merit in that decreasing the reliance on government services and assisting farmers to be self-
reliant would increase the precious water available for other uses. There are storage facilities in the area that the 
Water Corporation are not using. I ask the minister: what are the people of Roe to do with the level of water 
supplies in such a precarious state? 
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